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to the overall health of all Americans. 
Three years ago, U.S. Surgeon General 
David Satcher issued a comprehensive 
report entitled ‘‘Oral Health in Amer-
ica,’’ which identified the problem of 
dental and oral disease as a ‘‘silent epi-
demic’’ facing the country. The report 
called for the development of a Na-
tional Oral Health Plan, and rec-
ommended that actions be taken to 
‘‘change perceptions regarding oral 
health and disease so that oral health 
becomes an accepted component of 
general health.’’ By designating an of-
ficial national museum and learning 
center dedicated to dentistry, this leg-
islation takes an important step to-
ward the achievement of this goal. 

The Dr. Samuel D. Harris National 
Museum of Dentistry is the largest and 
most comprehensive museum of den-
tistry in this country, and, indeed, the 
world. An affiliate of the Smithsonian 
Institution, the Museum sits on the 
grounds of the Baltimore College of 
Dental Surgery, founded in 1840 as the 
world’s first dental college. With over 
7,000 square feet of exhibit space, the 
Museum showcases the people, objects, 
and events that created and defined the 
dental profession, including one of 
George Washington’s famed ivory den-
tures. The Museum’s vast archives also 
act as an important resource for re-
search and serious academic study of 
dentistry’s past, with a unique collec-
tion of historical dental journals and 
other one-of-a-kind documents. 

By designating the Samuel D. Harris 
National Museum of Dentistry as the 
official national museum of dentistry, 
we will not only recognize the critical 
role that dentists and oral health pro-
fessionals have played in the history of 
our Nation’s health care system, but 
enhance awareness and understanding 
of the importance of dentistry to pub-
lic health. 

I urge adoption of the legislation. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be read three times and passed; 
that the preamble be agreed to; that 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, all with no intervening ac-
tion or debate; and that any state-
ments relating to this measure be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 52) 
was read three times and passed. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
f 

NATIONAL CANCER PREVENTION 
MONTH 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 252, submitted earlier 
today by Senator HOLLINGS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 252) designating the 

month of February 2004 as ‘‘National Cancer 
Prevention Month.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, can-
cer is a disease that affects families of 
all backgrounds in all parts of the 
country. This year over 550,000 individ-
uals will lose their life due to this ter-
rible illness. While we must continue 
to pursue promising avenues of re-
search that will hopefully lead to a 
cure, individuals can take a number 
steps to reduce their risk of acquiring 
cancer. 

Research shows that proper nutri-
tion, adequate physical activity, smok-
ing cessation, and receiving timely 
screening procedures can all reduce 
cancer occurrences. Unfortunately, 
many Americans do not take this ad-
vice and many others are unaware of 
the steps they can to help prevent can-
cer. The American Cancer Society esti-
mates that nutritional factors and to-
bacco use contribute to approximately 
two-thirds of cancer deaths. In addition 
many individuals neglect early detec-
tion procedures. Only 50 percent of in-
dividuals receive the recommended 
screening for colon cancer, only 60 per-
cent of men receive a timely prostate- 
specific antigen test, and 70 percent of 
women receive recommended 
mammographies. 

Today I submitted a resolution to de-
clare February 2004 as National Cancer 
Prevention Month. It is my hope that 
communities across the country will 
take this opportunity to educate one 
another on the steps they can take to 
prevent cancer. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution and the preamble be agreed to 
en bloc; that the motions to reconsider 
be laid upon the table, without any in-
tervening action or debate; and that 
any statements relating to the resolu-
tion be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 252) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 252 

Whereas cancer is one of the most preva-
lent and devastating diseases to face society 
in the United States, taking over 550,000 
lives in the United States every year; 

Whereas early detection of some cancers 
can prevent the disease from reaching an ad-
vanced, potentially fatal stage; 

Whereas recent advances in molecular biol-
ogy have begun to explain the basic origins 
of cancer; 

Whereas these research advances have 
opened new opportunities for cancer preven-
tion research, giving increased optimism for 
effective cancer control; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
need to be aware of these research advances 
and early detection opportunities so that 
they can better understand how to prevent 
cancer in themselves and their families; and 

Whereas the people of the United States 
also need to recognize and be reminded that 
they can help prevent cancer through life-
style changes, including modification of diet, 
cessation of smoking, and regular exercise: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates February 2004 as ‘‘National 

Cancer Prevention Month’’; and 
(2) requests that the President issue a 

proclamation calling upon the people of the 
United States to observe the month with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities. 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 1781 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
understand that S. 1781, introduced 
earlier today by Senators Dorgan, 
Snowe, and others, is at the desk, and 
I ask for its first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill for the first 
time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1781) to authorize the Secretary 

of Health and Human Services to promulgate 
regulations for the reimportation of pre-
scription drugs, and for other purposes. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
now ask for its second reading and ob-
ject to my own request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bill will receive its 
second reading on the next legislative 
day. 

f 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24, 
2003 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that when the Senate com-
pletes its business today, it adjourn 
until 9:30 tomorrow morning on Friday, 
October 24. I further ask that following 
the prayer and the pledge, the morning 
hour be deemed expired, the Journal of 
proceedings be approved to date, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, and the Sen-
ate then begin a period for morning 
business until 10 a.m., with the time 
equally divided between Senator 
HUTCHISON or her designee and the mi-
nority leader or his designee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. MCCONNELL. For the informa-
tion of all Senators, following morning 
business, it is the hope of the majority 
leader to proceed to the consideration 
of Calendar No. 227, H.R. 2800, the for-
eign operations appropriations bill. 
There will be no rollcall votes during 
tomorrow’s session. As a reminder, a 
cloture motion was filed today on the 
Leavitt nomination to be Adminis-
trator of EPA. That vote will be the 
first vote on Monday and will occur at 
5:30 p.m. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if I could 
briefly respond to my dear friend from 
Kentucky, I think today is an example 
of a very productive day in the Senate. 
Not only were we able to complete an 
important appropriations bill but we 
were also able to get to some other 
matters that have been in the works 
for some time, such as fair credit re-
porting. It was very difficult to get it 
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